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The Town of Fenton Town Board held its regular Work Session (via Zoom) on Wednesday, July 

29th, 2020, at 6:00 PM, at the Fenton Town Hall, 44 Park Street, Port Crane, New York. 

 

PRESENT: Town Board Members  Gary Holcomb, Supervisor (present) 

David Gunster, Councilman (present) 

Michael Husar, Councilman (video conference)   

Thomas Moss, Deputy Supervisor (present) 

Richard Pray, Councilman (video conference) 

Town Attorney   Albert Millus, Jr. (video conference) 

*arrived at 6:10 PM  

Town Clerk   Melodie Bowersox (present)  

Admin. Asst./Bookkeeper Theresa Staats (present) 

   

ABSENT: Highway Superintendent Randy Ritter 

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Building Inspector Matt Banks (present) and Building Inspector Clerk 

Cheryl Mammano (present)  

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Review Abstract #7, 2020 – The Abstract was emailed to the Town Board Members at Noon 

today to be reviewed.   

• General Fund:  Broome County Landfill - 1021863/Tires Clean Up Day 2020 - 14.39 TN - 

Voucher #372 - $2,374.35 – Mr. Holcomb noted that 14.39 tons of tires were sent to 

the Landfill from the Clean Up Day held this year.  Bookkeeper Theresa Staats said this 

is approximately $1,000.00 more than what was sent last year.  This is most likely due 

to an increase in the Landfill’s fees and an increase in the number of tires brought to the 

Clean Up Day.  Theresa said that Don Snow Trucking, Inc. was $300.00 more than in 

2019; Bert Adams Disposal, Inc. was about the same cost.  

 

Resolution #2020-17 – Hillcrest Water District – Purchase of 2020 Dump Trailer – 

Prior to voting on the Abstract, Mr. Holcomb said a Budget Modification to provide funding in 

the Equipment line of the Hillcrest Water District needs to be done for the 2020 Dump Trailer 

that was purchased.  (Hillcrest Water District:  Ashley Enterprises LLC - 7733/2020 Dump Trailer 

- Voucher #147) Mr. Pray made a motion to approve Resolution #2020-17:  

 

WHEREAS, the Hillcrest Water District wishes to purchase a 2020 Dump Trailer for use by the 

Hillcrest Water/Sewer Department and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Town Board wishes to modify the Budget to allow this expense with funding 

from the Sale of Excess Materials,  
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Hillcrest Water District Budget be modified to 

increase the Equipment line item (SW8340.201) with funding from the Sale of Excess Materials 

(SW2650) in the amount of $4,000.00. 

 

Seconded by Mr. Gunster.  Motion carried. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: 

Councilman Mr. Gunster aye 

Councilman Mr. Husar aye 

Councilman Mr. Moss aye 

Councilman Mr. Pray aye 

Supervisor Mr. Holcomb aye   

 

Prior to the Roll Call Vote, Mr. Husar asked what the Dump Trailer would be used for.  Mr. Pray 

said that it would be used for filling in the holes after repairs instead of paying a Contractor to 

do it.  Mr. Husar suggested sharing the Dump Trailer with the Highway Department. 

 

Further Review of Abstract #7, 2020  

• New Truck – Mr. Husar asked if the new truck was on this Abstract.  Mr. Holcomb 

replied, “No.”  Theresa Staats said it may be eight weeks before it is delivered.  Mr. 

Husar also asked if it was approved last month and what was included in the approval.  

Mr. Holcomb read the portion of the Town Board Minutes from July 6th, 2020 where the 

topic was discussed and approved.    

• After a review of the Abstract, Mr. Moss made a motion to approve Abstract 

#7, 2020, seconded by Mr. Gunster.  Motion carried.   

ROLL CALL VOTE: 

Councilman Mr. Gunster aye 

Councilman Mr. Husar aye 

Councilman Mr. Moss aye 

Councilman Mr. Pray aye 

Supervisor Mr. Holcomb aye   

 

RV (Recreational Vehicle) Introductory Ordinance – Short Term Stay – Mr. Gunster 

and Building Inspector Matt Banks have been reviewing Section 150-32 ‘Parking, storage, and 

use of major recreational equipment’ of the Town of Fenton’s Code.  This portion of the Code 

deals with: 

• No major recreational equipment shall be parked or stored on any lot between any 

street and the nearest building line in any district, except in a driveway; provided, 

however, that such equipment may be parked anywhere on residential premises for 

purposes of loading or unloading for not more than 24 hours.  

• No major recreational equipment shall be used for housekeeping purposes when parked 

or stored on such a lot, unless otherwise lawfully permitted. 
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(Atty. Millus joined the Zoom Meeting at 6:10 PM.) 

 

A discussion was held regarding the draft that is being proposed by Mr. Gunster and Matt to 

modify Section 150-32 due to major recreational vehicles that are starting to show up on 

properties throughout the Town.  With more specific regulations in place, Mr. Gunster said that 

they can make sure they are set up correctly on the properties, they are being maintained 

properly, they could be removed after a certain timeframe, etc.  The Town Board Members 

discussed several items relating to the Ordinance that included: 

• Allowance of RV’s on property temporarily/seasonally – for example, while visiting 

family.   

• How is the septic being addressed in RV’s that are currently on properties?  Matt said 

that Broome County Health Department does not want to be involved in inspections of 

septic systems for RV’s.  Mr. Husar will try to contact the Health Department. 

• Should the RV’s be restricted to certain Zoning Districts in the Town?  Mr. Moss 

suggested adding an item (G) for short-term to be allowed in Residential-A with no 

parking allowed on the street.   

• Complaints have been received from Residents about the RV’s currently parked on 

properties.  

• “Housekeeping Purposes” is not a term used today; should it be changed to “Residential 

Purposes?” or “Long-term Residency?” 

• The permit fee will be $100.00 not $25.00.  No permits necessary for short-term (two 

weeks). 

Atty. Millus will put the most recent draft into Local Law form for the Town Board members to 

review further. 

 

Phelps Creek Project – Mr. Husar asked John Mastronardi of Griffiths Engineering to review 

the tentative plan to do something above the railroad tracks in the area where Sean Keough 

has a garage.  A virtual meeting was held with an Engineer (suggested by John) who reviewed 

the plan after the meeting and said that the plan would be a costly project for the Town to take 

on.  He did say that there may be a few things to be done in the Creek to eliminate some of the 

flooding.  The cost would be between $5,000.00 and $75,000.00.  It would cost at least 

$5,000.00 to analyze the situation.  The Engineer would like to have another meeting.  Mr. 

Holcomb said that he viewed the Broome County GIS Portal and it showed that Franklin Avenue 

goes across Phelps Creek; he asked Atty. Millus if it could be argued, then, that the Town has a 

right-of-way which would allow the Town to enter the Creek in that area.  Atty. Millus said he is 

not sure that this would allow the Town the right to do work in the Creek.  His legal advice is 

that the Town does not have any role to play with the Creek other than advisory.  

 

Development Sites/Agency – Mr. Holcomb received an email from The Agency of Broome 

County stating, “The Agency has commissioned Elan Planning & Design to complete a site 

inventory analysis on existing and potential development sites in Broome. This would include 

vacant parcels as well as existing buildings. The goal will be to identify and rank sites by 5 
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criteria ranging from “shovel ready” to “exploratory” essentially.  The Phase 1 analysis will 

outline and prioritize sites and outline development specs so that we can more actively market 

properties in the County.”  Besides the DLA, Mr. Holcomb asked the Town Board Members if 

they had any suggestions of properties in the Town of Fenton as potential development sites for 

The Agency.  Other suggestions included Elliott Manufacturing, the old Dairy Barn, Joe 

Martinichio’s property, the lower end of Nowlan Road, and other areas of the West Service 

Road.     

 

Tax Collection – Mr. Holcomb received an email from Broome County Real Property Director 

of Tax Services, Mike Decker.  He stated that due to COVID-19, Broome County Real Property 

will not be offering off-site collection for School or Property tax payments in any of the Towns.  

Tax collection will only be at the Oakdale Mall and at the Broome County Office Building.  Drop-

boxes will be available at the locations and/or mail in payments may be made.  The Town of 

Fenton (Town Clerk’s Office) will not be collecting.  Mr. Holcomb reached out to Mike and 

offered the Town Hall’s facility as an additional option for collecting. 

 

Storm Clean Up – Mr. Gunster commended the Highway Department on the job they did on 

cleaning up trees and branches after the severe storm a couple of weeks ago. 

 

River Access Road – The State has begun work on a River Access Road at the fishing area by 

the access ramp to Interstate 88 in Port Crane.  This was a project that the Conservation 

Advisory Committee (CAC) initiated. 

 

LED Lights Project – Lime Energy contracted with Panko Electric and Lime Energy is waiting 

to hear from them as to when they will begin the work.  An email has been sent to NYSEG, but 

Mr. Gunster has not heard back as to the status of when they will begin replacing their lights. 

 

Court Clerk Evaluation – Mr. Husar sent an email to Judge Madden advising him that an 

evaluation of the Court Clerk is due.  The Court Clerk was copied in on the email. 

  

New Website – The new Website training begins tomorrow for Mr. Moss and Theresa Staats.  

It should be up and running in August.  A few people will be trained and have access to 

sections of the website that may be updated by them.  If subsequent training is needed, the 

Company has offered it. 

   

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Project – Maxine Jagger – Mr. Holcomb 

will be sending the Town Board Members an email that will include his response to the Maxine 

Jagger’s CDGB formal complaint.  The actual complaint was 71 pages; the first four pages is the 

verbiage that names the complaint.  It was written by Maxine’s Grandson-in-law but signed by 

Maxine.  Mr. Holcomb’s response was to Maxine and is five pages long.  Tomorrow Mr. Holcomb 

and Matt Banks will be doing a walk-thru at the home to review the list the Town has of items 
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to be completed by the Contractor.  (Maxine is back in Town from Florida.  Her quarantine has 

ended.) 

 

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Notification – Mr. Holcomb received a 

notification that the Town is six months away from the ending of our 2018 CDBG project. 

$182,000.00 is left in the fund to be spent, some of which is already committed.  A discussion 

with Rich Cunningham will determine if there is enough money left to do another project. 

 

Future Grants – A decision will need to be made as to whether the Town wishes to pursue a 

grant for demolitions, home repairs (as done in the past), or mobile home replacements when 

the next grant cycle is available. 

 

310 Ballyhack Road – Atty. Millus sent the Town Board Members an email relating to 310 

Ballyhack Road.  Mrs. Raminger’s Attorney said she may be willing to sign the property over to 

the Town.  (Mr. and Mrs. Raminger are separated.)  Atty. Millus is not sure of the status of Mr. 

Raminger in relation to the property.  The property may be of value to the Town.  There are 

still vehicles on the property.  Atty. Millus can serve them with a Car Notice now that the Courts 

have partially opened.   

 

At 7:11 PM, Mr. Pray made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr. Gunster.  

Motion carried.   

VOTE:  Ayes    5 Gunster, Holcomb, Husar, Moss, Pray 

   Nays    0  

 

                                               Melodie A. Bowersox, Town Clerk 

 

 

 


