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The Town of Fenton Town Board held its regular meeting on Wednesday, February 6, 2019, at 
7:00 PM, at the Fenton Town Hall, 44 Park Street, Port Crane, New York. 
  
PRESENT: Town Board Members   Gary Holcomb, Supervisor 
       Thomas Moss, Deputy Supervisor 
       David Gunster, Councilman 
       Michael Husar, Councilman 

Richard Pray, Councilman (via Skype 7:15 PM) 

  Highway Superintendent  Randy Ritter 
Town Attorney    Albert Millus, Jr. 
Town Clerk    Melodie Bowersox 
Deputy Town Clerk    Sheryl Seymour 
     

OTHERS PRESENT:  CAC Member Pat Podrazil, Planning Board Member John Eldred, Town 
Historian Cheryl Mammano, ZBA Member Cindy Cook and approximately 10 Members of the 
General Public  
    
Tom Cook led in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Mr. Holcomb asked for a Moment of Silence for Dorothy Gibbons, who passed away on 
February 16th at the age of 99.  Dorothy served as the Deputy Town Clerk for 21 years.  
 
RESIDENTS’ TIME  
 
There were no comments during Residents’ Time. 
 

        Residents’ Time closed at 7:03 PM      
 
PUBLIC HEARING – LOCAL LAW 2, 2019 – RECREATIONAL USE DEFINITION 
 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Town Board of the Town of Fenton, Broome County, New 
York, will conduct a public hearing on Wednesday, March 6, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. at the Town 
Hall, 44 Park Street, Port Crane, New York, to consider the adoption of Introductory Local Law 
No. 2 of the year 2019 entitled “A local law to amend Chapter 150 of the Town Code of the 
Town of Fenton to establish a definition for ‘Outdoor Recreation.’ ” 
 
The Town of Fenton allows “outdoor recreation” as an allowed use in certain zoning districts.  
However, the term “outdoor recreation” is not defined in the Town Code.  The proposed local 
law, if adopted, would amend Section 150-3(B) of the Town Code to establish a definition for 
“outdoor recreation.”  The definition would apply to certain enumerated commercial activities 
for which a fee is charged.  The enumerated activities are (1) Trap, skeet, shooting, and 
archery ranges; (2) Swimming pools; (3) Parks; (4) Beaches; (5) Tennis courts; (6) Short-term, 
seasonal (April 15 to September 15) camping areas.  Camping by any one guest (including stay 
of any Recreational Vehicle (RV) or other type of mobile or permanent camper) for more than 
two weeks during any season shall be prohibited; (7) Picnic areas and similar places of outdoor 
recreation; (8) Nature centers; (9) Horseback riding facilities; (10) Cross-country ski facilities; 
(11) Batting cages; (12) Miniature golf facilities; (13) Paintball courses; (14) Playgrounds; (15) 
Boat rentals and launches (including boats, canoes, kayaks, and other floatation devices); (16) 
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Driving ranges; (17) Mountain bike facilities; (18) Onsite catering and reception services; (19) 
Pumpkin farms; (20) Petting zoos; (21) Uses similar to foregoing which, in the opinion of the 
Town of Fenton Planning Board, are consistent with the spirit and intention of this definition.   
 
A copy of the proposed Local Law may be inspected or obtained from the Town Clerk at said 
Town Hall.  At the public hearing, all interested persons will be heard either in favor of or 
against said Local Law. 
 
Dated:  Port Crane, New York   BY ORDER OF THE TOWN BOARD 
  February 5, 2019 
 

 239 Review – The County received the 239 and sent a response back to the Town.  
The County has reviewed the above-cited case and has not identified any significant 
countywide or inter-community impacts associated with the proposed project.  Four 
comments were included: 

o The Town Board should determine whether the term ‘Outdoor Recreation’ should 
be changed to ‘Commercial Outdoor Recreation’ to be consistent with Section 
150-47.  Special approval procedures C. Commercial outdoor recreational uses. 

o The Town Board should determine whether the term camping areas and camping 
should be defined and whether supplementary regulations should be provided 
with these two uses.  See Town of Union Zoning Definitions and Supplementary 
Use Requirements. 

o The Town Board should ensure that the zoning regulations, including the 
definition, site plan review regulations, and special approval procedures for 
outdoor recreation adequately address dimensional requirements; traffic 
circulation; parking; hours of operation; amplified noise or music levels and 
hours; portable restrooms; hand washing stations; lighting; signage; trash 
disposal; landscape buffering and screening; fencing; emergency access; 
licenses; liability; violations; penalties; and notification to neighbors. 

o The Town Board should determine whether the definition of outdoor recreation 
should address the number of attendees, maximum number of events per year 
or per other given period-of-time, and acreage thresholds. 

Also noted was that the case file was routed to the New York State Department of 
Transportation (NYSDOT) and Broome County Department of Public Works (DPW).  
NYSDOT and DPW had no comments.  In addition, the case was forwarded to the 
Chenango Valley Central School District because the Chenango Valley High School is 
located in and adjacent to Ag-R-A District.  
 

 Planning Board Recommendations – Mr. Holcomb said the following 
recommendations were received from the Planning Board: 

o Under Item (1) “Trap, skeet, shooting, and archery ranges” – The Planning 
Board recommended it be changed to read: “Trap range (steel/lead shot, trap 
loads) and archery range”.   

o Under Item (6) “Short-term, seasonal (April 15 to September 15) camping areas”  
– The Planning Board recommended it be changed to read: “Short-Term, 
seasonal (March 1 to Columbus Day weekend) recreational camping.  Camping 
by guests (including stay of any Recreational Vehicle (RV) or other type of 
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mobile or permanent camper) for more than two weeks during any season shall 
be prohibited”. 

o Under Item (7) “Picnic areas and similar places of outdoor recreation” – The 
Planning Board recommended it be changed to read: “Picnic areas and similar 
places of day use”. 

o Having checked “no or small impact may occur” for all eleven questions on Part 2 
of the Short EAF the Planning Board concluded the proposed action will not 
result in any significant adverse environmental impacts and recommended to 
declare a negative impact.  

o The Planning Board recommended the Law be passed with the changes they 
suggested.  

 

 Questions/Comments from the Town Board – 
o Mr. Holcomb said he did not receive any comments from the Chenango Valley 

School District regarding the County’s 239 comments. 
o Mr. Holcomb said that the County’s comments were not really changes to the 

definition itself, but of possible recommendations to the actual 150-47 Site Plan 
Review process, Sections A or C, and specifically Section C as it relates to 
Commercial Outdoor Recreation.  Mr. Holcomb suggested these County 
recommendations could be given to the Planning Board, asking for them to 
review and offer some modifications to that specific section of the Law. 

o Mr. Husar said many of those issues listed in the County’s 239 comments are 
dealt with by the Planning Board as a matter of course. 

o The consensus from the Town Board and Atty. Millus was to revise the term 
‘Outdoor Recreation’ to ‘Commercial Outdoor Recreation’. 

 
Mr. Holcomb opened the Public Hearing for Local Law #2 at 7:20 PM. 
  
The following persons spoke in favor: None 
 
The following persons spoke in opposition:  

 Resident Judy Cummings stated that in regard to trap and skeet shooting portion of the 
proposed Law, she feels it would be inappropriate to have a rifle range or pistol range 
when there are already groups in the area that already have this figured out with the 
appropriate insurance and no alcoholic beverages.  This type of activity also involves a 
lot of repetitive shooting (most likely by multiple people at the same time) and creates a 
lot of mess. 

 
Comments from the Board: None 
 
Questions posed to the Board: None 
 
There were questions and comments made by people that did not identify themselves regarding 
indoor shooting ranges and shooting range regulations governed by an FFL license and the 
Federal Government. 
 
All persons desiring to be heard, having been heard, the Public Hearing closed at 7:31 PM. 
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Atty. Millus said he will have the final form ready with the Planning Board recommendations for 
the March 27th Work Session.    
 
TOTAL BILLS – ABSTRACT 2, 2019 approved during the February 27th, 2019 meeting:  
 

FUND VOUCHER #s AMOUNT 

General 75 – 128 $400,861.96*                      

Highway 34 – 79 $113,532.15  

Hillcrest Water 22 – 45 $18,902.13  

Hillcrest Sewer 5 – 7 $3,315.22  

Porter Hollow Sewer 0 $0.00 

Port Crane Light District 3 – 4 $1,127.71 

Hillcrest Light District 3 – 4 $2,510.71 

Capital Projects 1 $8,380.36 

Trust & Agency 3 – 4 $4,381.50 

CDBG 0 $0.00 

  * includes Fire District Payments 
 
SUPERVISOR REPORT 
 
     Mr. Holcomb reported the following activity for the month of February: 
 

 The Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Agreement was signed.  Mr. Holcomb 
participated in a couple of CDBG Webinars dealing with the administration of the 
project.  The Request for Proposal (RFP) documents were published, advertising for the 
Grant administration services. 

 The topic of one of the Association of Towns meetings Mr. Holcomb attended was rental 
properties in the area.  The discussion focused on Industrial Investment, which dealt 
with the issue of investors purchasing properties that the County was forced to foreclose 
on, renting it out for three years for profit without paying taxes until the County took the 
property over again for non-payment of taxes.  This practice is currently being looked 
into.   

 The Bid documents are expected to be published by March 15th for the Monkey Run 
culvert repair.  The hope is that the bid will be awarded by the April meeting.  It is 
expected the bid will be over $250,000 and is not subject to FEMA reimbursement due 
to the damage occurring outside the timeframe of last September’s storm. 

 Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper Susan Crosier has announced her retirement 
effective in the late Summer.  The position will be posted in the near future.   



Town of Fenton Town Board Meeting                                                                                                  March 6, 2019 

File #TBMAR6.2019                                                                                                                                  Page 5 of 9 

 

 The Highway Department is working with FEMA Representatives on about six projects 
that were covered by last September’s storm. 

 The Municipal Shelter Inspection Report was completed on January 15th.  The Report 
outlined the inspection of the Town’s Dog Shelter facilities, vehicles and how the dogs 
are handled.  Nineteen items were checked and the Report of the Dog Shelter services 
were rated “Satisfactory” by the Endwell Health Inspector.       

 
TOWN ATTORNEY REPORT 
 

 Local Laws – Atty. Millus spent a lot of time on the Local Laws discussed at tonight’s 
meeting.   

 1142 Chenango Street – The new Owner contacted Atty. Millus who put him in touch 
with Code Enforcement Officer John Broughton to discuss any outstanding code issues. 

 14 Franklin Avenue – John Broughton just gave Atty. Millus a Notice of Violation for the 
property that he needs to forward.   

 310 Ballyhack Road – This is pending. 
 
TOWN CLERK REPORT 
 

 Monthly Report was read by Melodie Bowersox. 
 Total Local Shares for February 2019 were $1,520.25.   

 
TOWN ENGINEER REPORT 

 

 There was no formal Town Engineer’s Report. 
 Mr. Holcomb said John Mastronardi has been working on the Bid documents for Monkey 

Run Road. 

 Highway Superintendent Randy Ritter said he and John are meeting with a FEMA 
Representative tomorrow to discuss some projects that need to be finalized. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Building and Grounds – Mr. Moss reported the LED lighting proposal for the Tunnel has been 
accepted by Lyme Energy.  The project is due to begin in approximately two weeks.  Mr. Moss 
noted Panko Electric is the Subcontractor and Lyme Energy furnishes the bulbs.  Panko Electric 
will be contacting the Town prior to beginning the project to see if anything additional will be 
needed, such as motion detectors.  An additional bid from Focus TEM is pending for the Town 
Hall LED lighting bid.  The proposal is expected next week.        

 
Zoning Enforcement – Report was read by Mr. Moss.    
 
Water and Sewer – Report was read by Mr. Pray.   
 
Dog Control – Report was read by Mr. Pray. 
 
Building Inspector – Report was read by Mr. Gunster.  
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Highway and Solid Waste – Mr. Gunster reported the new pickup (to replace the 2009 
Chevy) is on order and is due in June.  The cost is approximately $44,000.  Comments were 
made about looking at a three year plan for pickup truck replacements.  Mr. Gunster gave an 
overview of what the three year plan truck would look like:  Randy Ritter’s current truck was 
ordered in April 2016 and was delivered in November 2016.  A three year plan would mean a 
new truck for Randy would need to be ordered pretty soon which would also run $44,000.  The 
price in 2016 was $39,000.  The current mileage is 30,000 miles and the trade-in is estimated 
at $27,000.  This will be discussed further by the Board as the consensus was that the trade-in 
figure was not quite where the Board thought it would be and the amount of time a truck 
needed to be ordered prior to delivery was longer than originally anticipated.   
 
Mr. Gunster made a motion to purchase a new Highway Department Dump Truck 
not to exceed $195,000, seconded by Mr. Husar.  Motion carried.   
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
Councilman Mr. Gunster aye 
Councilman Mr. Husar aye 
Councilman Mr. Moss aye 
Councilman Mr. Pray aye 
Supervisor Mr. Holcomb aye 
 
Prior to the vote, Mr. Gunster said the quote for the new Dump Truck is approximately 
$193,000.  It would be a 2020 model and would be delivered in November if it is ordered now 
Randy Ritter said this breaks down to $112,718 for the truck and $80,611 for the equipment.  
The equipment is discounted through the Onondaga County contract and the truck is 
discounted 30% through the NJPA contract.  Mr. Holcomb noted that if the Dump Truck is 
purchased this year, there is one payment left to make on a truck this year.  That money would 
be available to make payments on the new truck next year.     
 
Mr. Gunster said they lost a Highway employee and they are in the process of replacing him.  
Mr. Holcomb noted the current job description states the person should be a Fenton Resident.  
The Board discussed revising the description.  A five mile radius from the garage was discussed 
as a possibility if there was difficulty finding a Fenton Resident.  The purpose of this would be 
to have someone close enough to get to work in inclement weather.  Randy reported last year 
all new snow tires were put on the back of the trucks.  They come off April 1st and Summer 
tires are put back on.  The front tires for Winter are showing wear but could be used for 
Summer tires.      
 
Assessor – There was no formal Assessor Report.   
 
Justice Court – Report was read by Mr. Husar.     
 
Historical Advisory Committee (HAC) – Historian Cheryl Mammano reported they are 
working with Denise Casey from the American Legion.  The Legion’s 100th Anniversary was just 
celebrated and they have a lot of photos to share.  Files from the Historian’s Office are in the 
process of being digitized. 
 
Conservation Advisory Committee (CAC) – CAC Member Pat Podrazil reported the 
Committee has extended invitations to multiple organizations to participate in their Earth Day 
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Event that will be held Saturday, April 13th at the Town Hall.  The list will be finalized by the end 
of next week and publicity will begin.  The Annual Report is in the final stages of being finalized.  
Also being discussed is a bicycle route with signage on NYS Route 369 from the Fisherman’s 
Access going north.  Planning Board Chair Tim Brown attended last night’s CAC meeting and 
gave an overview of the SEQR process and the recommendation of representation from the 
CAC, Town Board and Planning Board being involved in the process when projects are 
proposed.       
 
Mr. Moss made a motion to approve all Committee Reports as submitted, seconded by 
Mr. Husar.  Motion carried. 
VOTE: Ayes     5 Gunster, Holcomb, Husar, Moss, Pray 

Nays     0  
 
MINUTES  
 
Mr. Husar made a motion to add his verbatim statement to the Minutes from the 
January 2nd, 2019 Town Board Meeting, seconded by Mr. Moss.  Motion carried. 
VOTE:  Ayes    5 Gunster, Holcomb, Husar, Moss, Pray 

Nays     0  
 

Mr. Gunster made a motion to approve the Minutes from the January 2nd, 2019 Town 
Board Meeting as amended, seconded by Mr. Husar.  Motion carried.  
VOTE: Ayes     5 Gunster, Holcomb, Husar, Moss, Pray 

Nays     0  
 
Mr. Husar made a motion to approve the Minutes from the January 16th, 2019 Work 
Session, the January 30th, 2019 Work Session and the February 6th, 2019 Town 
Board Meeting, seconded by Mr. Gunster.  Motion carried. 
VOTE: Ayes     5 Gunster, Holcomb, Husar, Moss, Pray 

Nays     0  
    
OLD BUSINESS 
 

 Local Law #6, 2018 – Amend the Zoning Map of the Town of Fenton – Mr. 
Holcomb circulated the additional information for the SEQR Part 3 to the Board after last 
week’s Work Session.  With no additional comments or changes from the Board 
Members, the second box will be checked on Part 3 (‘This project will result in no 
significant adverse impacts on the environment, and, therefore an environmental impact 
statement need not be prepared’) and the form will be signed by Mr. Holcomb.   
 
Mr. Moss made a motion to declare a Negative Declaration with the belief that 
this project will not have a significant adverse impact on the environment, 
seconded by Mr. Husar.  Motion carried. 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
Councilman Mr. Gunster aye 
Councilman Mr. Husar aye 
Councilman Mr. Moss aye 
Councilman Mr. Pray aye 
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Supervisor Mr. Holcomb aye 
 
Mr. Husar made a motion to adopt Local Law #6, 2018, seconded by Mr. 
Gunster.  Motion carried. 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
Councilman Mr. Gunster aye 
Councilman Mr. Husar aye 
Councilman Mr. Moss aye 
Councilman Mr. Pray aye 
Supervisor Mr. Holcomb aye 

 
NEW BUSINESS  
 

 Clean-Up Day – 7:00 AM to 5:00 PM May 11th – Mr. Gunster made a motion to 
adopt Resolution #2019-03 as follows:  
WHEREAS, the Town of Fenton will hold Clean-Up Days on Saturday, May 11th, 2019, 
from 7:00 AM to 5:00 PM,    
WHEREAS, that these days are designated for the collection of: 

o general garbage (no household garbage), 
o white goods (metal and electronics) 
o tires with no rims (limit four per household), and  

WHEREAS, that these days are also designated for the minimal collection of 
construction, roofing, and demolition debris, 
BE IT RESOLVED, that Monday, May 13th, 2019, will be designated as the Town of 
Fenton’s day for tipping fee waiver at the Broome County Landfill for the disposal of 
items collected during the special Clean-Up days. 
Seconded by Mr. Husar.  Motion carried.        
ROLL CALL VOTE:       
Councilman Mr. Gunster aye    
Councilman Mr. Husar aye  
Councilman Mr. Moss aye    
Councilman Mr. Pray aye 
Supervisor Mr. Holcomb aye  
 
Prior to the vote, Randy said the locations will be the same as last year: Carrier Services 
in Hillcrest and the Highway Garage in Port Crane. 

 
 Solid Waste Pick-up – Mr. Holcomb noted Solid Waste Pick-up will run from April 15th 

through October 15th.   

 Summer Highway Work Schedule – Randy said four 10-hour work days will begin 
April 1st, running Monday through Thursday.  

 Hillcrest St. Patrick’s Day Parade – Mr. Moss said the Hillcrest St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade will be held this Saturday at 1:00 PM.  Every year the parade is a benefit for the 
charity ‘US for Kids’.  ‘US for Kids’ collects new underwear and socks for underprivileged 
children and donations will be collected from people attending the parade.  Mr. Moss 
mentioned to Randy that anything the Highway Department can do to assist would be 
appreciated.  The Civic has contacted Broome Transit. 
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 RESOLUTION #2019-04:  Resolution for Fair Housing Month for the Town of 
Fenton:  Mr. Holcomb made a motion to approve Resolution #2019-04 as 
follows:  
WHEREAS, in accordance with the Title VIII Fair Housing Policy of the Civil 
rights Act of 1968 and the Fair Housing Amendments Act of 1988, and 
WHEREAS, the month of April 2019 has been designated by the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development’s Office of Fair Housing and 
Equal Opportunity as Fair Housing Month, 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Fenton hereby declares 
and proclaims April as Fair Housing Month in the Town of Fenton. 
Seconded by Mr. Moss.  Motion carried. 
ROLL CALL VOTE:       
Councilman Mr. Gunster aye    
Councilman Mr. Husar aye  
Councilman Mr. Moss aye    
Councilman Mr. Pray aye 
Supervisor Mr. Holcomb aye  

 Crossing Guard at St. Francis School – Mr. Gunster inquired about the status of this 
request.  Mr. Holcomb said it is still pending. 

 
At 8:25 PM, Mr. Moss made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr. Gunster.  
Motion carried.      

 
                 Melodie A. Bowersox, Town Clerk/ss 

 
 
 
 
 
 


