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The Town of Fenton Town Board held its regular meeting in person and via Zoom on 
Wednesday, July 7, 2021, at 7:00 PM, at the Fenton Town Hall, 44 Park Street, Port Crane, New 
York. 
  
PRESENT: Town Board Members  Gary Holcomb, Supervisor (present) 

David Gunster, Councilman (present) 
Michael Husar, Councilman (present – arrived at 
7:10 pm)  

      Thomas Moss, Deputy Supervisor (present) 
Richard Pray, Councilman (present) 

Highway Superintendent Randy Ritter (phone conference) 
Town Attorney   Albert Millus, Jr. (present) 
Town Clerk    Melodie Bowersox (present) 
Deputy Town Clerk  Sheryl Seymour (phone conference) 

 
OTHERS PRESENT: Building Inspector Matt Banks (present), Building Inspector Clerk Cheryl 
Mammano (present), Code Enforcement Officer John Broughton (present), Planning Board Chair 
Tim Brown (present), Planning Board Member John Eldred (present), Zoning Board of Appeals 
(ZBA) Member Cindy Cook (present), and five Members of the General Public (present) 
    
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
Mr. Holcomb led in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Mr. Holcomb introduced Resident Leslie Boulton, who is the Commissioner of Public Works for 
Broome County and Head of the Engineering Department for Broome County.  It is the intent of 
the Town Board to appoint Leslie to the Planning Board later in the meeting to replace Richard 
Armstrong.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING – RECREATIONAL VEHICLE (RV) LOCAL LAW 
 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Town Board of the Town of Fenton, Broome County, New 
York, will conduct a public hearing to receive comment regarding Introductory Local Law No. 3 
(2021) entitled “A local law to regulate the use and location of recreational equipment and 
major recreational vehicles in the Town of Fenton.”  The proposed law, if adopted, will establish 
regulations for the parking, storage, and use of “Recreational Equipment” and “Major 
Recreational Equipment,” defined as “boats, boat trailers, horse trailers, and other similar 
equipment and appurtenances.” “Major Recreational Vehicles” includes travel trailers, fifth 
wheel trailers, coaches (designed to be mounted on a truck or automobile chassis), motorized 
dwellings, pop up trailers and pickup campers.  Among other things, the law would regulate the 
use of equipment such as recreational vehicles for occupancy on a temporary and on a seasonal 
basis.  A copy of the proposed law may be inspected or obtained at the office of the Town 
Clerk, located at the Town Hall, 44 Park Street, Port Crane, New York. 
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The public hearing will be conducted at the said Town Hall on Wednesday, July 7, 2021, at 7:00 
p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard.  All interested persons will be heard at 
the public hearing. 
The public hearing will be conducted in person at the Town Hall and virtually via Zoom.  Anyone 
wishing to participate or attend virtually may obtain the login information by contacting the 
Town Clerk at (607) 648-4800, extension 0. 
 
Dated:  Port Crane, New York  BY ORDER OF THE TOWN BOARD 
  July 1, 2021 
 
Mr. Holcomb opened the Public Hearing for the Recreational Vehicle Local Law at 7:05 PM. 
 
The following persons spoke in favor: None  
 
The following persons spoke in opposition: None 
 
Comments from the Board:  
 

Mr. Holcomb noted this is the second Public Hearing regarding this Law.  Information 
from Residents at the first Public Hearing was taken into consideration and a few 
modifications were made to this revised draft of the proposed Local Law. 
 
Atty. Millus said the purpose of this law it to get a handle on people from out of Town 
purchasing an empty lot or acreage and putting an RV on it for the Summer.  Occasional 
use of an RV on property is not affected.  Storing your own RV on your property is not 
the target of the Law.  It is to help regulate people that come into Town and “set up 
shop”. 
 
Mr. Holcomb said if an individual wants to use their RV for the Season (April to October) 
on an empty lot, this will regulate the ability for them to be able to do that.  This would 
require a Seasonal Permit at a cost of $100 for the first year and a $25 renewal fee each 
year thereafter.  At the end of the Season, it needs to be moved for storage at another 
location.  The current Local Law does not allow any type of housekeeping.  This 
proposed law will allow for some flexibility.             

  
Questions posed to the Board:  
 

Resident Mike Farrell asked if vehicles with propane tanks will be required to have the 
tanks removed or drained.  Mr. Holcomb said there is nothing in the law that addresses 
this specific situation. 
 
Resident John Kark: 
• asked if a friend can only park on his property for a two-week period.  Mr. Holcomb 

confirmed this is correct. 
 
(Mr. Husar joined the meeting at 7:10 PM.) 

• said he sets up his own camper in his yard and uses it as a Guest House and wanted 
to know if this was permitted.  Mr. Gunster said it would be permitted with a 
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Seasonal Permit.  However, Mr. Gunster noted the current draft states Seasonal use 
is not permitted on a parcel with a permanent dwelling.   

• asked where he would obtain a Permit.  Mr. Holcomb said it would be through the 
Building Inspector’s Office once the Local Law has been approved.   

• inquired about fines if no Permit is obtained.  The Town Board acknowledged that 
fines have not been defined yet.   

 
Resident Esther Aswad: 
• asked how this affects Residents with a small parcel in the middle of Hillcrest.  Mr. 

Moss said Seasonal usage is only permitted in Ag Res A on a minimum sized lot of 
1½ acres.  Mr. Holcomb said a pop-up camper or an RV can park in a driveway for 
temporary use for up to two weeks.  Mr. Holcomb also noted setback requirements 
pertain only to Seasonal situations. 

• asked if someone could charge for an RV to stay on their parcel.  Mr. Holcomb said 
this is not a permitted use.      

 
Comments not pertaining to the Public Hearing: 
 

Resident John Eldred noted current zoning prohibits campers in a Mobile Home Park.  
There has been a camper in the Mobile Home Park at 417 West Service Road that 
appears to be permanently parked. 

 
After questions and comments from the Public and the Board, there was a discussion amongst 
Board Members about amending the current Local Law draft Section 1 C.2.e to read “no Major 
Recreational Vehicle can be on a parcel that has an uninhabitable dwelling on it”.  This would 
allow for Seasonal Permits to be issued on a parcel with a permanent dwelling.   
 
All persons desiring to be heard, having been heard, the Public Hearing closed at 7:36 PM. 
 
Approval of Introductory Local Law #3 of 2021 – Mr. Gunster made a motion to 
approve Introductory Local Law #3 of 2021 with amendment, entitled “A Local Law 
to Regulate the Use and Location of Recreational Equipment and Major Recreational 
Vehicles in the Town of Fenton,” seconded by Mr. Moss.  Motion carried.  
ROLL CALL VOTE:  
Councilman Mr. Gunster aye  
Councilman Mr. Husar aye  
Councilman Mr. Moss aye  
Councilman Mr. Pray aye  
Supervisor Mr. Holcomb aye 
 
RESIDENTS’ TIME  
 
Pilgrim Holiness Property – Resident Esther Aswad thanked the Town for the time spent on 
the problem at the Pilgrim Holiness property. 
 
Taxpayers on Path of Life Road and Franklin Avenue Extension – Resident Esther 
Aswad said there are fewer taxpaying families on Path of Life Road than on Franklin Avenue 
Extension, yet Path of Life Road is maintained by the Town and her road is not.   Esther asked 
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the Board if anything can be done about this situation.  There was a brief discussion amongst 
the Board Members about redeveloping the Pilgrim Holiness property if it remains defunct.  
Atty. Millus said the only access into the property is via Franklin Avenue Extension.  The Town 
has negotiated for years with the railroad to take it over as a Town road and never made 
progress with it.  The Town is currently maintaining the road under a Licensing Agreement up 
to the mailboxes.  Beyond that is private property.    
 
Ice Cream Truck on Chenango Street – Resident Mike Farrell has noticed an Ice Cream 
Truck going through Hillcrest and asked what kind of Permit is needed.  Mr. Holcomb said the 
Board will confirm the Food Truck Law does not affect Ice Cream Trucks that are traveling 
around.     
   

        Residents’ Time closed at 7:49 PM      
 
TOTAL BILLS – ABSTRACT 6, 2021 approved during the June 23rd, 2021 meeting:  
 

FUND VOUCHER #s AMOUNT 

General * 287 – 350 $41,033.78                      

Highway 164 – 195 $48,150.11  

Hillcrest Water 101 – 129 $28,905.94  

Hillcrest Sewer 18 – 19 $270.04  

Porter Hollow Sewer 15 $50.00 

Port Crane Light District 10 – 11 $730.10 

Hillcrest Light District 10 – 11 $1,090.85 

Trust & Agency 7 $2,613.37 

Capital Projects 1 $1,096.70 

CDBG 0 $0.00 

    *Includes Fire Districts* 
 
SUPERVISOR’S REPORT  
 

• Letters were sent out to all Residents from the 2016 Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG), asking for confirmation they still reside at the property.  Those responses 
are in the process of being returned.  There are three Residents that have passed away, 
and we are working through those.     

• The State of Emergency for the Town of Fenton is rescinded.  Tonight’s meeting is the 
first full Board Meeting with all Board Members present since March 2020.  Virtual 
attendance by Zoom will continue to be available.     
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• Open Meeting Rules are back.  Board Members are still able to attend virtually, but 
information as to where they are located needs to be available if the Media wants to join 
them at their location. 

• Town Clerk Melodie Bowersox has been added to the Municipal Clerk’s Honor Roll by 
General Code.  Melodie also received a certificate from the Broome County Clerks 
Association acknowledging her designation. 

• There is a significant discrepancy in the amount of funds the Town qualified for through 
the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds compared to what was anticipated prior to 
the application process.  The Office of Assemblyman Joe Angelino has been contacted 
for clarification of qualifying funds amounts reported of State vs. County.    

 
TOWN ATTORNEY’S REPORT 
 

• A lot of time has been spent on the Blueberry Farm bird cannon.  The consensus is that 
it is time to let it go. 

• Atty. Millus and Building Inspector Matt Banks have been in touch regarding 120 East 
Service Road.  A letter will be going out to Mr. Goldman regarding some serious 
insulation/electrical code issues in the ceilings, primarily above the Gym and the Church. 

• There have been a couple of dangerous dog issues lately.  One Owner and her dog have 
moved from Fenton, so that one is no longer an issue. 

• The RV Local Law has wrapped up. 
• An Easement for Charter One (to run a line over to the Tallmadge Tower) has been in 

discussion for months.  That is close to being finalized.  
• The Unsafe Structure on Pigeon Hill Road is pending.   

 
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 
 

• Monthly Report was read by Melodie Bowersox. 

• Total Local Shares for June 2021 were $2,468.50. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Building and Grounds – Mr. Moss reported it was decided at the last Work Session that the 
Town would take on all maintenance items related to the generator.  He will be in touch with 
the Technician that has worked on the generator to discuss some specifics on troubleshooting 
that were done on a recent service call.  Some of the maintenance issues composed by some 
Town Hall Employees have been addressed, which includes the removal of the soccer goalpost 
buried in the weeds, leaky faucets in the bathroom and Crime Lab, and power washing of the 
entranceways has been scheduled.  There was a question as to whether there was a working 
water spigot for the rear of the building.  Parts have been ordered for the leaky faucets in the 
Kitchen and the Restroom off the Kitchen.  Sentry Alarm issues have been resolved.  Mr. Pray 
said the Hillcrest Rotary Club received approval from the District for $5,000 for new bleachers.  
Approval of the project is not expected from Rotary International until July 19th.  Quotes have 
already been obtained.  The Town will be responsible for anything over the $5,000, which will 
be approximately $1,000.     
 
Zoning Enforcement – Report was read by Mr. Moss.   
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Water and Sewer – Report was read by Mr. Pray.       
 
Dog Control – Report was read by Mr. Pray.      
 
Highway and Solid Waste – Mr. Gunster reported July activity that included: 
 

• Cleanup from the early June storm damage 
• Monkey Run Road Culvert – replaced culvert pipe 
• Fire Number Signs – made 17 new fire number signs for Fenton Mobile Home Park 
• Palmer Hill Road Repair – repaired storm drains 
• Port Street Drain Installation – storm drains installed by ZMK Construction 
• NYS Route 369 and Service Road Flag Installation – installed new flags on all streetlights 
• Service Roads, Chenango Street Extension and Nowlan Road Extension Crack Repair – 

cracks sealed by Suit Kote 
• Lori Drive and Vandermark Drive Drain Repair – redid drains 
• Canal Road and Franklin Avenue Extension Repair – patched and rolled with millings 
• River Road Tire Pickup – picked up tires pulled from canal over the weekend by Al 

Seymour, Mike Grasso, and Judge Ray 
• Library Storage – cleaned a location by the book shed and filled it with fabric and stone 

so they can store picnic tables 
• Nowlan Road, Pleasant Hill Road and Pleasant Valley Road Tree Removal – numerous 

trees removed and cleaned up 
• 175 Porter Hollow Road Pipe Installation – installed driveway pipe 
• Blacktop Hand Patching – Misc. 

 
Building Inspector – Report was read by Mr. Gunster.  Mr. Husar asked if there was an 
update on talking to Judge Dadamio about County Security looking into the illegal dumping on 
River Road.  Mr. Gunster said Highway Supervisor Randy Ritter is looking into having “This Road 
is Under Camera Surveillance” signs made to see what transpires after those are displayed.  Mr. 
Gunster will also be following up with Judge Dadamio regarding the cameras.    
 
Town Engineer – Mr. Husar reported that John Mastronardi of Griffiths Engineering is working 
on the tanks on Nowlan Road (survey has been done and he is waiting for some reports) and 
the specifications for the Path of Life culvert.   
 
Justice Court – Mr. Husar said he received the Court Report but did not currently have access 
to the Report to be able to read it. 
 
Assessor – Assessor Cindy Mills said files are being updated to prepare for upcoming 
Exemptions.   
 
Planning Board/Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) Activity Reports – Planning Board Chair 
Tim Brown gave an overview of the Public Information Meeting regarding the New Leaf Cidery 
Project that was held on Wednesday, June 23rd in the Gymnasium.  In addition to the 
newspaper, letters were mailed to Property Owners within 1000 feet of the New Leaf Cidery 
Project.  Forty-five people signed into the Information Session prior to the presentation given by 
New Leaf Cidery.  The Project was approved by the Planning Board at their regular meeting on 
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June 29th with a condition.  Additionally, discussion about a Road and Traffic Advisory Report is 
on the Agenda later in the meeting.   
 
Conservation Advisory Committee (CAC) – Mr. Gunster reported the CAC is investigating 
the installation of an EV Charging Station at the Beer Tree.  The Committee is being assisted by 
the current Clean Energy Program Coordinator.   
 
Mr. Husar made a motion to approve all Committee Reports as submitted, seconded 
by Mr. Pray.  Motion carried. 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
Councilman Mr. Gunster aye 
Councilman Mr. Husar aye 
Councilman Mr. Moss aye 
Councilman Mr. Pray aye 
Supervisor Mr. Holcomb aye       
 
MINUTES  
 
Mr. Gunster made a motion to approve the Minutes from the May 26th, 2021 Work 
Session and the June 2nd, 2021 Town Board Meeting, seconded by Mr. Moss.  Motion 
carried. 
VOTE: Ayes     5 Gunster, Holcomb, Husar, Moss, Pray 

Nays     0  
    
OLD BUSINESS  
 

• Clean Up Day, Final Tally – Mr. Gunster said $9,000 was budgeted for Clean Up Day.  
The final tally came in at $9,018. 

• Drainage Pipe Costs – Mr. Gunster said there was a discussion at the last Work 
Session regarding the sharing of costs for driveway piping with Residents.  A Fee 
Schedule (installation price) has been drafted for four different pipe diameters and 
lengths of 20’ or 30’.  The standard cost for gravel will be $400.  After Board review, Mr. 
Gunster made a motion to approve the Drainage Pipe Installation Price 
Schedule, seconded by Mr. Husar.  Motion carried.   
VOTE: Ayes     5 Gunster, Holcomb, Husar, Moss, Pray 

Nays     0  
 
Mr. Holcomb suggested the information be posted on the Town Website.      

• Justice Court Fine Schedule – Mr. Husar said the Justice Court has been saddled with 
a $25 minimum fine for Town Code violations that individuals are unable to pay.  Mr. 
Husar will draft a revised Fee Schedule for review by the Board and Judge Dadamio.  He 
suggested the first offense read “up to $100”, with the fines for second offense, third 
offense and subsequent offenses increasing substantially.  This would enable the Court 
to obtain a first offense guilty plea more readily for the record if there was a $0 fee 
associated, increasing the leverage to get subsequent offenses with the heftier fine on 
the books.  A new Fine Schedule would need to be put into Local Law format and would 
require a Public Hearing.           



Town of Fenton Town Board Meeting                                                                                                  July 7, 2021 

File #TBJULY7.2021                                                                                                                                 Page 8 of 10 

• Town Hall Improvement Updates – Mr. Moss said there is a meeting scheduled for 
next Thursday with John Mastronardi to discuss approaches to the different phases of 
some of our ideas for updating the Town Hall.  The first discussion will be the main 
entry and upgrading it to be more readily handicapped accessible.  Mr. Holcomb said he 
submitted the Broome County Small Communities application for the door project.  Mr. 
Husar added the JCAP Grant application will be announced soon.  

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

• Resolution #2021-12:  Resolution for Road and Traffic Advisory Report – Mr. 
Holcomb made a motion to adopt Resolution #2021-12: 
 
WHEREAS, it has been observed that, over the last few years, that there has been an 
increase in truck traffic over Nowlan Road, Stratmill Road and Depot Hill Road, and  
 
WHEREAS, signage indicating truck traffic, especially tractor-trailer trucks, are not 
allowed, has not been very effective, and 
 
WHEREAS, there is new development going on in those areas and new warehousing at 
the far end of Stratmill Road, and  
 
WHEREAS, it is understood that a traffic and road study in this area is being planned 
by the Binghamton Metropolitan Traffic Study Group (BMTS), 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Fenton Planning Board 
prepare an Advisory Report in coordination with the BMTS on traffic and conditions in 
this corridor. 
Seconded by Mr. Pray.  Motion carried.    
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
Councilman Mr. Gunster aye 
Councilman Mr. Husar aye 
Councilman Mr. Moss aye 
Councilman Mr. Pray aye 
Supervisor Mr. Holcomb aye       
 
Prior to the vote, Mr. Holcomb said the BMTS will be putting together a Road and Traffic 
Advisory Report due to increased tractor-trailer traffic in the surrounding area of the 
Nowlan Road Corridor from Hillcrest to NYS Route 7.  Even though we are not within the 
239 distance where we would get reporting of new developments, he has asked the 
Planning Board to be involved with the BMTS and their study to find out if there is a way 
to avoid some of the truck traffic in our area and to be aware of the condition of some 
of the roads.  Tim Brown said GPS directing traffic into these areas will also be 
addressed.   

• Planning Board Appointment – Mr. Holcomb introduced Resident Leslie Boulton 
earlier in the meeting.  Mr. Pray made a motion to appoint Leslie Boulton to the 
Planning Board to replace Richard Armstrong, seconded by Mr. Husar.  Motion 
carried. 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
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Councilman Mr. Gunster aye 
Councilman Mr. Husar aye 
Councilman Mr. Moss aye 
Councilman Mr. Pray aye 
Supervisor Mr. Holcomb aye       

• Policy on Vehicle Identification – Town Board Members have been communicating 
via e-mail regarding signage on Town vehicles.  After a brief discussion amongst Board 
Members, Mr. Husar made a motion that any roadworthy Town vehicles be 
labeled with the standard 13” Town logo, seconded by Mr. Moss.  Motion 
carried. 
VOTE: Ayes     5 Gunster, Holcomb, Husar, Moss, Pray 

Nays     0      
Prior to the vote, there was a discussion as to whether the logo was owned by Robinson 
Design or the Town.  Randy Ritter will call Robinson Design to get some clarification. 

• Vehicle Warranties – The Board had a discussion relating to current vehicle 
warranties and whether the Agreement to have a three-year rotation on vehicle 
purchases (while maintaining a three-year warranty to avoid huge repair expenses) was 
being followed.  Mr. Husar noted that part of the same Resolution stated a Maintenance 
Log was to be kept on all work done on their vehicles and questioned whether logs were 
being kept by the Highway Department and the Water Department.  Randy Ritter 
reported their procedure for the Highway Department Maintenance Log.  Mr. Pray will 
confirm with Greg Starley what the process is for the Water Department and whether 
the Log is being maintained. 

• Hillcrest Fireworks – July 23rd – Mr. Moss said there will be fireworks in the Hillcrest 
Park on July 23rd, celebrating the tenth anniversary of the Matt Fedish Memorial Big Ball 
Tournament.  All proceeds will benefit a local Veteran’s organization.  The Permit was 
approved and issued.  Matt Banks said he had a voicemail from Hillcrest Fire Chief Kyle 
Larson regarding the fireworks.  Matt left him a return voicemail.  Mr. Moss asked that 
he or Nick Cook be informed if an issue has arisen as the Hillcrest Fire Company has 
been involved with the planning of the upcoming fireworks display.    

• Proposal for Subsurface Exploration and Geotechnical Report – John 
Mastronardi has informed the Town a Subsurface Exploration and Geotechnical Report is 
required as part of the Water Tank Project.  Two proposals were obtained as required 
by the Town Procurement Policy.  The SJB Contract Drilling and Testing Bid came in at 
$8,250 and the Atlantic Testing Laboratories Bid came in at $12,087.  Mr. Pray made a 
motion to have SJB Contract Drilling and Testing preform a Subsurface 
Exploration and provide a Geotechnical Report, seconded by Mr. Gunster.  
Motion carried. 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
Councilman Mr. Gunster aye 
Councilman Mr. Husar aye 
Councilman Mr. Moss aye 
Councilman Mr. Pray aye 
Supervisor Mr. Holcomb aye       

• Resolution #2021-13:  Resolution for Budget Modification for Highway 
Equipment Rental – Mr. Gunster made a motion to adopt Resolution #2021-
12: 
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WHEREAS, the Highway Department has proposed renting a tractor with an articulating 
mower for trimming around guard rails and banks, and  
WHEREAS, the Town Board wishes to modify the Highway Department’s Equipment 
Rental line to cover the tractor rental, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Budget be modified to increase Equipment 
Rental (DA5130.201 by $2,700 and reduce NYS Unemployment (DA9020.800).  

 Seconded by Mr. Moss.  Motion carried. 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
Councilman Mr. Gunster aye 
Councilman Mr. Husar aye 
Councilman Mr. Moss aye 
Councilman Mr. Pray aye 
Supervisor Mr. Holcomb aye       

  
 Prior to the vote, Mr. Husar asked whether we could borrow the equipment from the  
 County.  Mr. Gunster said the County rents theirs and the State is booked up. 

• Porter Hollow Updating – Mr. Pray told the Board they will need to start thinking 
about what to do on Porter Hollow long term.  Manhole covers, sand filter bed 
replacement and installation of individual leach fields were a couple of topics mentioned.  
John Mastronardi will need to be involved.            

 
At 9:15 PM, Mr. Holcomb made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr. 
Pray.  Motion carried.   
VOTE:  Ayes    5 Gunster, Holcomb, Husar, Moss, Pray 
   Nays    0  

 Absent 0 
 
                 Melodie A. Bowersox, Town Clerk/ss 
 

 


